Call for Papers
International workshop:

Peace and War Ethics: an Interreligious Approach
29-30 April 2017, Qom, Iran

Organizing institutes:
•
•
•

Institute for Theology and Peace (ithf), Hamburg, Germany
University of Religions and Denominations, Qom, Iran
Islamic Peace Ethics Research Network (IPERN)

The increasing violent conflicts in the Islamic countries in recent decades as well as the
international conflicts that are justified seemingly by Islam has caused intensive debates about
the Islamic approach to violence, war, and peace. While some researchers maintain that the
recent regional and international violence in the name of Islam has nothing to do with Islam and
interpret them as results of socio-political causes and misinterpretation or misuse of Islam by
political groups, some other researchers argue that Islam is an exception among religions and
has special elements that foster violence. This workshop will bring together the scholars on
Islam and other Abrahamic religions for dialogical and comparative reflection on the topic and
discussing the commonalities as well as specialties of Islam and other religions regarding
violence. Comparative studies on a related topic especially co-written interreligious papers are
highly recommended, individual papers on violence, war, and peace in a specific religious
tradition can be submitted too. The authors of accepted individual non-comparative abstracts
will be interconnected in frame of IPERN (www.ipern.ithf.de) for discussions and possible cowritings.
The workshop is organized in cooperation with Institute for Theology and Peace (Institut
für Theologie und Frieden, ithf) and University of Religions and Denominations to be held in
29-30 April 2017 in Qom, Iran. The number of participants will be limited to 10-15 and priority
will be given to senior and postdoc researchers. The submitted abstracts will be reviewed and
commented by invited experts and members of the scientific committee. Workshop papers will
be published after peer-review in an edited volume in book series “Studies on Peace Ethics”
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(Studien zur Friedensethik) by ithf and Nomos publication. The flight (economy class) and
accommodation (3 nights) costs of the presenters will be refund by the organizers.

Some suggested but not exclusive topics:
-

Methodologies and theories of violence, peace, and war studies in monotheist theologies

-

Violence, peace, and war in the holy and canonical texts of Abrahamic religions

-

Violence, peace, and war in works by classical thinkers of Abrahamic religions
(Augustine, Farabi, Ibn Sina, Ibn Rushd, Maimonides, Thomas Aquinas, etc.)

-

Key terminologies of peace ethics such as just war theory, jihad, crusades and holy war

-

Contemporary approaches to violence, peace, and war in Jewish, Christian, and Muslim
theologies

-

Modern issues of peace ethics such as mass destruction weapons, cyber war, etc.
Please send your abstract and a short CV till 15.01.2017 to Heydar Shadi, shadi@ithf.de

and salehi1979@gmail.com. The result of the evaluation will be communicated till 20.01.2017.
The successful applicants should submit the first draft of their paper till 01.03.2017.

Organizing institutes:
ITHF: Institute for Theology and Peace (ithf) is a research institute that studies since 1978 the
theological and ethical aspects of peace and war from Catholic-Christian perspective. The institute views,
however, researches on peace in other traditions a part of its task as a contribution to the interreligious
dialogue and mutual understanding. In this regard ithf has had several research projects about peace and
war in Jewish tradition. This workshop is organized in frame of a research project on Islamic peace ethics
that has been launched since 2014. https://ithf.de
URD: University of Religions and Denominations is unique in its art as a university specified for
religions and denominations in Qom, Iran. It was established in 1994 as a research center and upgraded to
university in 2008. URD has exclusively graduate (master and PhD) students enrolled in one of its five
faculties; Study of religions (Abrahamic and Eastern religions), Shia Studies, Islamic denominations and
faculty of philosophy and newly established faculty of family and woman. URD plays a significant role in
interreligious dialogue of Qom as one of the main educational and intellectual centers of Shia-Islam with
other religions. Qom, famous as the Vatican of Shia-Islam, is home of more than 80 thousand students
and scholars from around the globe that study and work in tens of madrasas (Islamic Seminary),
Universities, and research centers. Qom enjoys since recent decades especially after the Islamic
Revolution (1979) an intensive exchange with other religious communities especially Christianity. This
workshop will be organized in the context of this interreligious and intercultural dialogue tradition and
will be the first academic activity that focus on the comparative interreligious peace ethics in Qom.
http://urd.ac.ir/en/index
IPERN: Islamic Peace Ethics Research Network (IPERN) is an international, interdisciplinary, and
interreligious academic forum that connects the researchers on the normative aspects of violence, peace
and war from Islamic perspective. IPERN was established in October 2015 in Hamburg, Germany during
the first international workshop that Institute for Theology and Peace (ithf) organized on Islamic peace
ethics. IPERN has currently 25 members from 11 countries and 20 universities and research centers from
different academic, religious and cultural backgrounds. IPERN’s main activities are
currently organizing of a biennial conference and management of an email group as well as the internet
portal www.ipern.ithf.de.
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